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Increasing Access to Secondary School Level Education through the 
Production of Quality Learning Materials 

English Modules 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The project, Increasing Access to Secondary School Level Education through the 
Production of Quality Learning Materials, was initiated at a meeting which brought 
together senior Ministry of Education officials and heads of Distance Education 
Institutions from a number of Sub-Saharan countries in the Commonwealth. 
 
Through the project, open and distance learning materials at the junior secondary school 
level were produced in the following subject-areas: English, Mathematics and Science.   
 
The four modules comprising the English materials are: 
 
Module 1: Communication Skills 
Module 2: Reading 
Module 3: Composition 
Module 4: Language Structure 
 
THE WRITERS, REVIEWERS AND PILOTING TUTORS: 
 
The materials in the subject-area, English, were written by the following persons: 
 

Angela Martins (Mozambique);  
Judith Dludlu (Swaziland);  
Wanda Matsebula (Swaziland); 
Anson Banda (Zambia);  
Lottie Nkunita (Zambia); 
George Chonzi (Zimbabwe); and 
Patrick Matchakata (Zimbabwe). 

 
Mr Richard Trewby of the University of Namibia was the Distance Education Consultant 
employed to provide guidance and advice during the course writers’ workshop.   
 
The course materials were piloted in all eight partner countries and the tutors involved 
were: 
 

Victor B. Maika (Botswana); 
Baganetsi N. Mmotawa (Botswana); 
Obakeng Tamatise (Botswana); 
J. E. W. Nkhoma (Malawi); 
Angela Martins (Mozambique); 
Carla da Silva Sarmento (Mozambique); 
Monicah Katutjikrue Kahitu (Namibia); 
Louisa Nelao Ndaoya (Namibia); 
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Judith Dludlu (Swaziland); 
Wanda Matsebula (Swaziland); 
Illuminata J. Masenge (Tanzania); 
Consolata Mongella (Tanzania); 
Mary Sayayi (Tanzania); 
Kalaba B. Sam (Zambia); and 
George Chonzi (Zimbabwe); 
 

Following the pilot phase, the materials were reviewed by: 
 

Victor B. Maika (Botswana); 
Baganetsi N. Mmolawa (Botswana); 
C. K. Khanje (Malawi); 
Carla da Silva Sarmento (Mozambique); 
Monica K. Kahitu (Namibia); 
Judith Dludlu (Swaziland); 
Wanda Matsebula (Swaziland); 
Illuminata J. Masenge (Tanzania); and 
Sam B. Kalaba (Zambia). 

 
MATERIALS  
 
The intended audience for the materials is junior secondary students, including older 
youths and adults that are working towards a junior secondary school level qualification.   
 
The materials were written in module format in the anticipation that they can be easily 
modified for the individual country partners’ requirements.  The materials are available 
electronically as Word files in order to facilitate the ease of modification for the local 
context. 
 
SUGGESTIONS FOR USING THE MATERIALS 
 
The materials have been developed for students studying in an open/distance learning 
environment and it is envisaged that they will work on their own through much of the 
content.  Given that, when setting time to study, students should choose a time of day 
when they are: 
 
• as free from disturbances as possible; 
• least likely to be tempted to do other things; and  
• as alert as possible. 
 
Students should also plan their study time carefully.  One of the best ways to do this is to 
draw up a regular timetable and to follow it as strictly as possible.   
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MODULE 4: LANGUAGE STRUCTURE 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
The module on Language Structure was written by George Chonzi and Patrick 
Machakata from Zimbabwe.  The project acknowledges, with thanks, the Harare 
Regional Director, Mrs. Bessie Fadzai Nhandara and the Deputy Director for Adult and 
Non Formal Education, Mr. Kuona.  We would also like to thank Mrs. E. Shayawabaya 
and Mrs. Spiwe Chivasa – without their invaluable assistance the writing of this module 
would not have been a success. 
 
MODULE CONTENT 
 
Module 4 has been divided into two separate publications and has six units as follows: 
 
Book One - 
Unit 1 -The Verb 
Unit 2 - Parts of Speech 
Unit 3 - Prepositions 
 
Book Two - 
Unit 4 - Concepts 
Unit 5 - Direct and Reported Speech 
Unit 6 - Punctuation 
 
In each unit there are: 
 
• lessons; 
• activities with answers; and 
• exercises with answers at the end of the unit. 
 
Each unit includes a wide range of exercises. These are the most important part of the 
materials as they will assist the learners to: 
 
• check on what they already know or can already do; 
• apply what the learners have learnt to real-life situations; and 
• use what the learners already know to reach new conclusions. 
 
RESOURCES REQUIRED 
 
• Dictionary 
• Pen and Paper 
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GOAL FOR THE MODULE 
 
The purpose of this Module is to help learners to master language skills and use them in 
their everyday life.  It introduces the learners to verbs, parts of speech, prepositions, 
concepts, direct and reported speech and punctuation. 
 
HOW TO USE THIS MODULE 
 
As well as information about language skills and how to use them effectively, this 
Module includes activities and exercises.  These activities and exercises do not play a 
part in learner assessment but are there to help check the learning progress. 
 
When working through the materials, the information should be read carefully and then 
the questions should be answered or the exercises completed.  Examples and answers are 
provided throughout the units in order that the learners can check their work as soon as an 
activity or exercise is completed. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
 
An assessment task, such as an assignment, on each unit will be given by the tutor to 
assess the student’s achievement of the learning objectives.  
 
The tutor responsible will assist the learners to understand the requirements for the 
assignments.  If the learners do not understand the directions provided, then the tutors 
will provide clarification or further information and directions. 
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DIRECTIONS FOR USING THE MODULE 
 
As learners work through the text, they will notice symbols in the left margin of some 
pages.  These “icons” guide the learners through the content and are used to note the 
following: 
 
 
 
 
 
   UNIT CONTENT 
 
 
 

  ACTIVITIES 
  
 

  EXERCISES  
 
 

   CHECK YOUR ANSWERS 
 
 

CONTENT 
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 ANSWERS  
1. The hunter set a trap to catch the hare. 

2.       The farmer went to the market in order to sell crops.  

3.       The club banked its money so as to save it. 

4.       They went by train in order to save money.  

5.       They left early so as to arrive on time. 

6.       She went to the cinema to relax. 

   

  

EXERCISE 1  
 

Join the following pairs of sentences using the words in the brackets.  Put the words 

in brackets at the place indicated by the underlined words. 

1. They washed their hands.  They wanted to prevent diseases.  (to) in the 

middle 

…………………………………………………………………………… 

2. The farmer added manure to the plants.  The farmer wanted a large harvest. 

(in order to) at the beginning 

………………………………………………………………………… 

3. They fenced the yard.  They wanted to prevent animals from straying into it.  

(so as to) in the middle 

……………………………………………………………………… 

4. Father braked the car.  He wanted to avoid hitting the tree.  (so as to) in the 

middle 

…………………………………………………………………………… 

5. The sisters visited the hospital.  They wanted to see their sick friend.  (to)   

in the middle 

…………………………………………………………………………… 
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6. They made a fire.  They wanted to warm themselves.  (in order to) at the 

 beginning 

………………………………………………………………………… 

    Check your answers at the end of the unit. 

 

 In this lesson you learnt how to use “to,” “so as to” and “in order to” to express the 

 purpose why something is done. 
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LESSON   USING “SO THAT” AND “IN ORDER THAT” 

 

 

In this lesson we continue looking at words that are used to express purpose.  We will 

practise using “so that” and “in order that.” 

 

OBJECTIVE 
 

By the end of the lesson you should be able to: 

 use “so that” and “in order that” to join sentences. 

 

 Look at the following sentences. 

a) The farmer planted trees so that the soil would not be eroded. 

 (purpose is to prevent soil erosion.) 

 

b) The patient took tablets in order that the infection would be cured. 

 (purpose is to cure the infection.) 

 

c) She borrowed money so that they could start  a project. 

 (purpose is to start a project.) 

 

d) He combed his hair in order that his girlfriend would be impressed. 

 (purpose is to impress his girlfriend.) 
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 ACTIVITY 
 

Join the following sentences using the words in the brackets. 

 

For example:  The team trained hard.  They wanted to be fit for the match.  (in 

order that) 

The team trained hard in order that it would be fit for the match. 

 

1. He fed the cow.  He wanted it to produce more milk. (so that) 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

2. They greeted the new teacher.  They wanted her to feel welcome. (in order 

that) 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

3. She read her textbook.  She wanted to be able do her assignment.  (so that) 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

4. He drove very fast.  He did not want the police to catch him.  (in order that) 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 ANSWERS  
1. He fed the cow so that it would  produce more milk. 

2. They greeted the teacher in order that she would feel welcome.  

3. She read her textbook so that she could do her assignment. 

4. He drove very fast in order that the police would not catch him. 
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 EXERCISE  2  
 

Join the following sentences using the words in brackets.  Make other necessary 

changes. 

 

1. The villagers dug a well.  They wanted the children to have safe water for 

drinking.  (so that)  

 ……………………………………………………………………………… 

2. They bought jerseys.  They wanted to stay warm in winter.  (in order that) 

 ……………………………………………………………………………… 

3. She sharpened the knife.  She wanted to cut meat easily.  (so that) 

 ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

4. She bought some milk.  She wanted her mother to make cheese.  (in order 

that) 

 ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

5. They wrote quality learning materials.  They wanted to help distance 

learners.  (so that) 

 ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

   Check your answers at the end of the unit. 

 

In this lesson you learnt how to use “so that” and “in order that” to show why something is 

done. 
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6. Her fingers were burnt.  She was wearing protective gloves.  (although) in 

middle 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

     Check your answers at the end of the unit. 

 

In this lesson you have learnt how to use “although,” “though” and “even though” 

in sentences.  These three words are used to mean “in spite of” or “nevertheless.” 
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LESSON      USING “IN SPITE OF” AND “DESPITE” 

 
In this lesson we continue looking at words used to show contrast.  You will learn how to 

use “in spite of” and “despite” in sentences. 

 

OBJECTIVE 
 

By the end of the lesson you should be able to: 

 use “in spite of” and “despite” correctly. 

 

Look at the following sentences: 

 

a) In spite of her illness, she went to work.   

“In spite of” in this sentence means that the illness did not stop her from 

 going to work. 

b) Despite her illness, she went to work.   

                or 

 She went to work despite her illness. 

 “Despite” in this sentence means that the illness did not stop her from going 

 to work. 

 

In this example, “despite” and “in spite of” have been used to mean “even though,” 

“although” or “though.”  Notice also that “in spite of” and “despite” can be positioned at 

the beginning or in the middle of a sentence.  For example: 

 

He won the race.  He had an injury. 

becomes 

In spite of his injury he won the race. 

   or 

 He won the race in spite of his injury 

 He won the race despite his injury. 
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Note that “in spite of” is written as three words. 

 

ACTIVITY 
 

Join the following pairs of sentences using the words in  

brackets.  For example: 

 

Her eyesight is poor.  Sarah is allowed to drive.  (despite) 

Sarah is allowed to drive despite her poor sight. 

   or 

Despite her poor sight, Sarah is allowed to drive. 

1. He got malaria.  He had taken anti-malaria tablets.  (in spite of) 

 ………………………………………………………………………….. 

2. The project did not have enough funds.  The project succeeded.  (in spite of) 

 ………………………………………………………………………… 

3. He was forced to go home.  He was refusing.  (despite) 

 ……………………………………………………………………….. 

4. They arrived at the mine.  The road was very bad.  (in spite of) 

 ………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 ANSWERS  
1. He got malaria in spite of taking anti-malaria tablets; or 

 In spite of taking anti-malaria tablets, he got malaria.   

2. In spite of the project not having enough funds, it succeeded; or 

 The project succeeded in spite of not having enough funds. 

3. Despite his refusal, he was forced to go home; or 

 He was forced to go home despite his refusal. 

4. They arrived at the mine in spite of  the bad road; or 

 In spite of the bad road, they arrived at the mine. 
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EXERCISE 2 
 
Join the following pairs of sentences using the words in the brackets.   Put the 

words in brackets at the place indicated by the underlined words.  Make necessary 

changes to make your sentences correct. 

 

1. The girl was enrolled in grade one.  Her parents had died shortly after she 

had her sixth birthday.  (despite) at the beginning  

…………………………………………………………………... 

2. My father was angry with me.  I had apologised.  (in spite of) in the middle 

……………………………………………………………………….. 

3. Shamina could not eat the food.  The food was well cooked.  (despite) in the 

middle 

……………………………………………………………………….. 

4. His defence was solid.  He was convicted.  (in spite of) at the beginning 

……………………………………………………………………… 

 

5. The climbers reached the top of the mountain.  The mountain  

       had steep sides.  (despite)  at the beginning 

……………………………………………………………………… 

     Check your answers at the end of the unit. 

 

In this lesson you have learnt how to use “in spite of” and “despite.” 
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LESSON           USING “SOME…..OTHERS” 

 
 
In this last lesson of words used to express contrast you are going to learn 

about using “some …………..others.” 

 

 

OBJECTIVE 
 

By the end of the lesson you should be able to: 

 join sentences using “some……………others.” 

 

Look at the following sentences closely. 

a) After the match some of the spectators were happy and others were sad. 

 

“Some …………….others” shows that of all the spectators, part of them 

were happy and part were sad.   

 

Another example: 

b) Some of our cows were sold and others were slaughtered for meat. 

This means not all of them were either sold or slaughtered. 

 

The words “some ………..others” are used when there are more than two things.   They 

are used to show difference, be it behaviour, action, size, height, number. 
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 ACTIVITY 
 Join the following pairs of sentences using  “some ……others.” 

For example: 

At our school there are tall girls.  At our school there are short  girls. 

At our school some girls are tall and others are short. 

 

1. In our village people grow maize.  In our village people grow groundnuts. 

 …………………………………………………………………………. 

2. Boys in our class herd cattle after school.   Boys in our class weed the 

garden after school. 

 …………………………………………………………………………… 

3. Shops at our Shopping Centre open at 8:00 a.m.   Shops at our Shopping 

Centre open at 8:30 a.m. 

………………………………………………………………………….. 

4. Soils in our area are rich.  Soils in our area are poor. 

……………………………………………………………………… 

 

  ANSWERS  
1. In our village some people grow maize and others grow groundnuts. 

2. Some boys in our class herd cattle  and others weed the garden after school. 

3. Some shops at our Shopping Centre open at 8:00 a.m. and others open at 

 8:30 a.m. 

4. Some soils in our area are rich and others are poor. 

 

Note that in the answers above the subject is not repeated.  That is, in sentence 1, the word 

“people” has been used once. 

 

Have you noticed that the clauses are joined by “and others”?   
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EXERCISE  3 
  

 

Join the following pairs of sentences using “some ……others” 

 

1. At the village school there are qualified teachers.  There are also temporary 

teachers. 

  …………………………………………………………………………. 

2. Our goats are fat.    Our goats are thin. 

  ………………………………………………………………………… 

3. After the party they ate rice.  At the party they ate potatoes. 

  …………………………………………………………………………. 

4. In my village people go to church.  In my village people go to watch 

football. 

  …………………………………………………………………………. 

     Check your answers at the end of the unit. 

 

In this lesson you have learnt how to use “some……………..others” to show contrast. 
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ECTION 7:  CONDITIONAL SENTENCES 
 

In this section you are going to learn how to use “if,” “unless” and “even if.”  These words 

are used when stating conditions. 

  

 

LESSON                  USING “IF” 

 
 
In this first lesson you are going to learn about the word “if.” 

 

OBJECTIVES  

By the end of the lesson you should be able to: 

 use “if” to join sentences. 

 make up sentences using “if.” 

 

“If” is normally used when stating facts, terms or situations that affect something.  “If” is 

called a conditional word. 

 

A.  Thinking about the Future 
When you are thinking about what you will do in the future, you often base your 

statements on the words “when” or “if.”  For example: 

a) When I finish my studies I shall get a job. 

b) If I pass my grade 9 examinations, I shall go into grade 10. 

 

“If” takes the place of “when” when you are not quite sure what will happen.  In the 

second sentence above, going to grade 10 is determined by passing grade 9 examinations 

(the condition).  “If” suggests that perhaps it will not happen at all, meaning that:  “I may 

not pass at all.”  In the first sentence, you used “when” because you are sure that you will 

finish your studies. 
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Do not use “if” when you mean “when.”  Only use “if” when you are not sure that 

something will happen and “when” when you are sure. 

 

Now let us look at the tenses of the two examples.  Notice that even though we are 

thinking about the future in the “when” clause (“when I finish my studies”) and in the “if” 

clause (“If I pass my grade 9 examinations”) they are in the present tense (finish, pass).   

The future tense is used only in the main clause (“I shall get a job,” “I shall go into grade 

10.”)  This gives you the following tense pattern which is very important in sentences 

beginning with “if”:  (if + present) + future. 

More examples: 

a) If Patrick comes today, we will go to the concert. 

b) If I finish weeding the garden, I will do my homework. 

c) I will come with you if you do not  mind. 

 

“If” can also be put in the middle of a sentence as in sentence c) above, and the sense 

remains the same. 

 

ACTIVITY 
 

 Use the following table to make up at least five sentences. 

 

 

If Daniel comes tomorrow 

If we finish early enough 

If it does not rain 

If everything goes well 

 

I will be very pleased. 

we shall go to watch a football match. 

we will be ready at six o’clock. 

 

1. …………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. …………………………………………………………………………………. 

3. ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

4. …………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. …………………………………………………………………………………… 
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 ANSWERS  
Here are my sentences; yours could be different. 

1. If Daniel comes tomorrow, we shall go to watch a football match. 

2. We will be ready at six o’clock if everything goes well. 

3. If we finish early enough, I will be very pleased. 

4. If it does not rain, we will be ready at six o’clock. 

5. If everything goes well, I will be very pleased. 

 

Notice that “will” and “shall” can be used in place of each other to refer to events that will 

happen in the future. 

 

B.  Unlikely Events in the Future 
Our next step is to look at unlikely events in the future.  When you are thinking about the 

future you often talk about things which you do not really expect to happen at all. 

 

Look at the following sentences: 

 

a) If I were a police officer, I would shoot all the thieves. 

   Notice the tense “were” is past.  “Would shoot…” is the conditional tense.  

 The tense pattern is,  (If + past) + conditional clause. 

 If + I were a police officer, I would shoot all the thieves. 

   “If” is used to show that the whole idea is imaginary, not real. 

b) If I were a farmer, I would rear chickens. 

 

Once again the whole thing is imaginary.  By saying “if I were a farmer,” you are saying 

that you are not one. 
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 ACTIVITY 
 
 Make up at least five sentences using the table below. 

 For example:  If I had a thousand dollars, I would buy a bicycle. 

 

 

If  I had a thousand dollars 

If I knew the whole story 

If I passed English 

 

 

I would become a journalist. 

I would buy a bicycle. 

I would be happy. 

I would tell everyone. 

I would not know what to do. 

I would travel to Zambia. 

 

1. …………………………………………………………………………………….. 

2. ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

3. ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

4. …………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. …………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 ANSWERS  
Here are my answers; yours could be different. 

 

1. If I had a thousand dollars,  I would travel to Zambia. 

2. If I passed English,  I would become a journalist. 

3. If I had a thousand dollars,  I would not know what to do. 

4. If I  passed English, I would be happy. 

5. If I knew the whole story, I would tell everyone. 

 

 

 



COL/English  Module 4: Language Structure 
 

223

 

EXERCISE 1 
 

 Join the following pairs of sentences using “if.”  Put the word “if” in the  

place indicated by the words in brackets. 

 

For example:  I will not forgive you.  Make the same mistake again  (in the 

middle) 

 

 I will not forgive you if you make the same mistake again. 

 

 1. You will be punished.  Come late tomorrow.  (in the middle)  

……………………………………………………………………… 

2. The worms are not poisonous.  Boil the worms properly.  (in the 

middle)  

……………………………………………………………………… 

3. The country will be a desert.  Cut down all the trees.  (in the middle) 

……………………………………………………………………… 

4. Feed your chickens properly.  They will earn you a lot of profit.  (at 

the beginning)   

……………………………………………………………………… 

5. You will suffer from diseases.  Do not drink clean water.  (in the 

middle) 

………………………………………………………………….. 

     Check your answers at the end of the unit. 

 

Remember, do not use the future or conditional tense in the “if” clause. 
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EXERCISE 2 
 

Choose the correct tense and rewrite the sentences. 

1. If you make him angry you (will/would) be sorry. 

 ……………………………………………………………………… 

2. If you (drink/drunk) poison, you will die. 

 ………………………………………………………………………. 

3. If he insulted his mother, everyone (will/would) blame him. 

 ……………………………………………………………………… 

4. If the world  (is/were)  flat, people would fall over the edge. 

 ……………………………………………………………………… 

5. If the ceiling  (falls/fell) on top of you,  you would be killed. 

 …………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 Check your answers at the end of the unit. 

 

In this lesson you learnt how to use “if” in conditional sentences.  “If” takes the place of 

“when” when you are not quite sure what will happen.  “If” suggests that perhaps it will 

not happen at all. 
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LESSON       USING “UNLESS” 

 
 
In this second lesson you are going to learn about using “unless” to express condition. 

 

 

OBJECTIVES  
 

By the end of the lesson you should be able to: 

 use “unless” to make up sentences; 

 use “unless” to join sentences. 

 

Look at the following sentences closely: 

a) Unless Wanda works hard, she will fail her examinations. 

 or 

 Wanda will fail her examinations unless she works hard. 

 

b) Angela (will have)  lots of holes in her teeth  unless she stops eating so many 

 sweets. 

 

In the first example, “unless” is used to mean: “if not,” “except when.”  For example:  

Wanda will fail if she does not work hard. 

 

In the second sentence, the clause underlined tells you more about the verb in brackets in 

the main clause.  The clause underlined explains, why Angela should stop eating sweets.  

“Unless” is another type of a word of condition. 

 

You will notice that “unless” can be put at the beginning or in the middle of the sentence 

and the meaning remains the same.  “Unless” and “if” can never be used in the same 

sentence. 



COL/English  Module 4: Language Structure 
 

226

 

ACTIVITY 
 

Look at the following table carefully.  Now write out five sensible sentences from the table 

using “unless.”  For example: 

 Unless it rains soon, the crops will die. 

 

Try also to put “unless” in the middle of the sentences.  For example: 

 The community will continue to get ill unless it improves the  cleanliness of its  

water supply. 

 

 

Unless 

 

 
it rains soon 
we raise sufficient money 
we improve the cleanliness of 
our water supply 
we practise crop rotation 

 

we will not get high yields. 
the community will continue to get ill. 
we will not be able to build a marketplace 
for the co-operative. 
the crops will die. 

 

1. …………………………………………………………………………………….. 

2. ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

3. ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

4. …………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. …………………………………………………………………………………… 

 ANSWERS  
Here are my answers; yours could be different. 

1. Unless we raise sufficient money, we will not be able to build a marketplace 

for the co-operative. 

2. The crops will die unless it rains soon. 

3. Unless we practise crop rotation, we will not get high yields. 

4. The community will continue to get ill unless we improve the cleanliness of 

our water supply. 

5. Unless we raise sufficient money, we will not get high yields. 
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EXERCISE 3 
 

Join the following pairs of sentences using “unless.”  Put “unless” at the places 

indicated by the words in brackets. 

 

For example: Illiteracy will always be a problem. Boys and girls take education 

seriously.   

Illiteracy will always be a problem unless boys and girls take education seriously 

(in the middle) or 

Unless boys and girls take education seriously, illiteracy will always be a problem. 

(at the beginning). 

 

1. Girls will be the losers.  Parents should treat their children equally.  (at the 

beginning) 

 ………………………………………………………………………………. 

2. Pests  in the house will be a problem.  People should spray homes with 

insecticides regularly.  (in the middle) 

 ……………………………………………………………………………… 

 3. Post your assignment in time.  The tutor will return it unmarked. (at the 

beginning) 

 ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

4. Wake up early.  You will miss the bus.  (at the beginning) 

 ………………………………………………………………………………. 

5. Charge a fair price.   Your vegetables will not be bought. (in the middle) 

 ………………………………………………………………………………. 

     Check your answers at the end of the unit. 

You have learnt how to use “unless” to express condition.  “Unless” is used to mean “if 

not” or “except when.” 
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LESSON    USING “EVEN IF” 

 
 
In this third and last lesson of conditionals you will learn how to use “even if” 

to express impossibility or seriousness of things. 

 
OBJECTIVES   
 

By the end of the lesson you should be able to: 

 use “even if” to make sentences. 

 use “even if” to join sentences. 

 

Look at the following sentences closely: 

a) Even if it rains now, the crops will not recover. 

b) The bus will not come even if they repair the bridge. 

 

“Even if” is used to suggest impossibility and the seriousness of things.  In other words, in 

the sentence, “Even if it rains the crops will not recover,” it is too late for the crops to 

recover. 

 

“Even if” can also be placed at the beginning or in the middle of a sentence and the 

meaning does not change.  For example, put “even if” at the beginning of sentence b) 

above.  It becomes “Even if they repair the bridge, the bus will not come.” 
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 ACTIVITY 

Look at the following table carefully.  Make up five sensible sentences from the table using 

“even if.”  For example: 

 He will go to his work place even if he is dismissed. 

 

 

I will submit my assignment 

He will go to his work place 

She did not accept my apology 

He will not lose hope 

The car will not move 

He lost the case 

 

I will go and see her. 

it is late. 

he is dismissed. 

he had a good lawyer. 

he buys all the necessary parts. 

 

1. ……………………………………………………………………………… 

2. ……………………………………………………………………………… 

3. ……………………………………………………………………………… 

4. ……………………………………………………………………………… 

5. ……………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 ANSWERS  
Here are my answers; yours could be different. 

1. I will submit my assignment even if it is late. 

2. The car will not move even if he buys all the necessary parts. 

3. Even if she did not accept my apology, I will go and see her. 

4. Even if he had a good lawyer, he would lose the case. 

5. He will not lose hope even if he is dismissed. 
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EXERCISE  4 
 

Join the following pairs of sentences using “even if.”  Put “even if” in the places 

indicated by the words in brackets. 

 

1. They will keep on practising.  They lose all the games.  (in the middle) 

 ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

2. The stains will remain.  She washed her blouse with soap. (at the beginning) 

 ………………………………………………………………………………. 

3. She will not hear you because of the noise.  You call her name loudly. (in 

the middle) 

 ………………………………………………………………………………. 

4. The police will introduce new methods of preventing crime.  There will 

always be thieves. (at the beginning) 

 …………………………………………………………………………… 

5. He will not beg for food.  He was  hungry. (at the beginning) 

 ……………………………………………………………………………. 

   Check your answers at the end of the unit. 

 

In this lesson you learnt how to use “even if” to express impossibility or seriousness of a 

situation. 

 

SUMMARY 
In this unit you learnt how to compare things that are either equal or unequal using a 

variety of comparisons. You learnt the three degrees of comparisons, that is, positive, 

comparative and superlative.  You practised changing words into comparative and 

superlative.  You also learnt how to express reason, purpose, time, result, contrast and 

conditions in different situations.  You used “if,” “unless” and “even if” in conditional 

sentences. 
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ANSWERS  

 

SECTION 1  COMPARISONS 
EXERCISE 1 
1. neatest 
2. fastest 
3. fiercest 
4. worst 
5. better 
6. cleverest 
7. more beautiful 
8. longest 
9. most educated 
10. brighter 
 
EXERCISE 2 
1. A river is bigger than a stream. 
2. A doctor gets more pay than a driver. 
3. Eating good food is more encouraged than drinking beer. 
4. Fish is more nutritious than bread. 
5. Today is brighter than yesterday. 
6. Night is cooler than day. 
7. An owl is wiser than an eagle. 
8. A chimpanzee is more frightening than a monkey. 
9. Zimbabwe is warmer than Canada in winter. 
10. A chicken is smaller than an ostrich. 
 
EXERCISE 3 
1. This is one of the most respected girls in the village. 
2. Patrick plays well, but George is a better player. 
3. Who is the closest of your seven children? 
4. Which town has the most buildings of all? 
5. I am sure this is the  tastier of the two mangoes. 
6. Most birds can fly, but not all. 
7. More babies die of malaria than of any other disease. 
8. I shall buy the fastest motorbike. 
9. This motorbike can go faster than yours. 
10. Which is the richest country in Africa? 
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EXERCISE 4 
 
1. Helen is beautiful like Angela. 
2. Botswana is one of the SADC countries in the same way as Zimbabwe. 
3. A cow is not as strong as a bull. 
4. Flies are as dirty as cockroaches. 
5. Canvas shoes are not as expensive as leather shoes. 
6. Goats are domesticated animals like dogs. 
7. Nylon is not as warm as cotton. 
8. Cotton wool absorbs water in the same way as dry soil. 
9. Like pawpaws, bananas do not grow well in cold and frosty areas.  Or, Bananas  
  do not grow well in cold and frosty areas like pawpaws. 
 

SECTION 2  REASON 
EXERCISE 1 
1. I was punished by my mother because I had come home late. 
2. Since I will be preparing for my examinations,  I will not attend the 
 Independence celebrations. 
3. Angela goes to the gym every day as she wants to stay slim. 
4. Since there are many thieves, they keep vicious dogs. 
5. As it is cold, Mary is wearing a jersey. 
6. Boys and girls should be given equal opportunities because they are equal. 
7. As I was late for the lesson, I had to apologise to the tutor. 
8. Shamima eats potatoes every day because they keep her healthy. 
9. John trains every day since he wants to win the competition. 
10. They iron their clothes because they want to stay smart. 
 

EXERCISE 2 
1. Susanne told Patrick to go home on account of his chicken pox. 
2. The travellers could not cross the river because of the floods. 
3. My friend failed to join the police force on account of his height. 
4. The boys and girls could not get places at the college on account of their poor 
 grades. 
5. He failed to beat the deadline because of his drunkenness. 
 

SECTION 3  PURPOSE 
EXERCISE 1 
1. They washed their hands to prevent diseases. 
2. In order to get a large harvest, the farmer added manure to the plants. 
3. They fenced the yard so as to prevent animals from straying into it. 
4. Father braked the car so as to avoid hitting the tree. 
5. The sisters visited the hospital to see their sick friend. 
6. In order to warm themselves, they made a fire. 
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EXERCISE 2 
1. The villagers dug a well so that the children could have safe water for drinking. 
2. They bought jerseys in order to stay warm in winter. 
3. She sharpened the knife so that she could cut meat easily. 
4. She bought some milk in order that her mother could make cheese. 
5. They wrote quality learning materials so that they could help distance learners. 
 

SECTION 4   TIME 
EXERCISE 1 
1. Hand in your assignment when you have finished. 
2. When Miss Phillips finishes knitting, she will make a fire. 
3. Before you cook the vegetables, you need to wash them thoroughly. 
4. My father will continue working hard until he resigns next year. 
5. While she was preparing supper, she burnt herself. 
 

EXERCISE 2 
 
1. for several years 
2. since 1999 
3. since the rain started 
4. for a long time 
5. since the lesson started 
6. for two days without food 
7. for a week 
8. for nearly a week 
9. for an hour at the township 
10. since last Sunday. 
 
EXERCISE 3 
 
1. Kamau will look for a job once he has completed his studies. 
2. Once Peter’s grade 9 results are out, he will register for grade 10. 
3. As soon as Mary returns from town, she will begin ploughing. 
4. Kabila will enter the athletics competition once he is fit. 
5. Kuda will help with the housework as soon as he finishes his homework. 
 

SECTION 5 - RESULT 
EXERCISE 1 
1. My friend is a motor mechanic so he can fix your car. 
2. That man is the guide so he can show you the way. 
3. Ms. Sussane is a nurse so she can give you advice about your problem. 
4. I wanted to catch the bus so I got up early. 
5. She was tired so she went to the park to relax. 
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EXERCISE 2 

1. The headmaster was too busy to see me. 
2. He was too poor to buy food. 
3. The lorry was too full to negotiate the hill. 
4. I am too ill to go out. 
5. He is too important to deal with small matters. 
 

EXERCISE 3 
1. The waiter was so careless that he dropped the cups. 
2. The apple branches were so big that they broke. 
3. Tracey is so clever that she did not have to study to pass all her tests. 
4. The animal was so terrifying that the hunters ran away. 
5. The nurse was so kind that all the patients liked her. 
 
EXERCISE 4 
1. Albert’s drawings were good enough to win the competition. 
2. Mildred smiled prettily enough to draw the attention of the judges. 
3. Peter studied hard enough to pass the examination. 
4. He was quick enough to avoid the blow. 
5. The manager was happy enough to throw a party for the workers. 
 

SECTION 6   CONTRAST 
EXERCISE 1 
1. Even though I did not eat last night, I am not feeling hungry. 
2. Mr. Mtamba is a wealthy man though he cannot read and write. 
3. Although Maria completed her grade 11, she had school fee problems. 
4. The holes in our roof did not leak even though it rained heavily last night. 
5. He lost his money to thieves though he had been warned to be careful in the city. 
6. Her fingers were burnt,  although she was wearing protective gloves. 
 

EXERCISE 2 
1. Despite her parent’s death shortly after she had her sixth birthday, the girl was 

enrolled in grade one. 
2. My father was angry with me in spite of my apology. 
3. Shamima could not eat the food despite it being well cooked. 
4. In spite of his solid defence, he was convicted. 
5. Despite the steep sides, the climbers reached the top of the mountain. 
 
EXERCISE 3 
1. At the village school some teachers are qualified and others are temporary. 
2. Some of our goats are fat and others are thin. 
3. At the party some ate rice and others ate potatoes. 
4. In my village some people go to church and others go to watch football. 
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SECTION 7   CONDITIONAL SENTENCES 
EXERCISE 1 
1. You will be punished if you come late tomorrow. 
2. Worms are not poisonous if you boil them properly. 
3. The country will be a desert if you cut down all the trees. 
4. If you feed your chickens properly, they will earn you a lot of profit. 
5. You will suffer from diseases if you do not drink clean water. 
 

EXERCISE 2 
1. If you make him angry, you will be sorry. 
2. If you drink poison, you will die. 
3. If he insulted his mother, everyone would blame him. 
4. If the world were flat, people would fall over the edge. 
5. If the ceiling fell on top of you, you would be killed. 
 

EXERCISE 3 
1. Unless parents treat their children equally,  girls will be the losers. 
2. Pests in the house will be a problem unless people spray their homes with 

insecticides regularly. 
3. Unless you post your assignment in time, the tutor will return it unmarked. 
4. Unless you wake up early, you will miss the bus. 
5. Your vegetables will not be bought unless you charge a fair price. 
 

EXERCISE 4 
1. They will keep on practising even if they lose all the games. 
2. Even if she washes her blouse with soap, the stains will remain. 
3. She will not hear you because of the noise even if you call her name loudly. 
4. Even if the police introduce new methods of preventing crime, there will always be 

thieves. 
5. Even if he was hungry, he will not beg for food. 
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